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Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion of
the 183rd Aviation Regiment as an offi-
cer candidate in July 2005. Chief War-
rant Officer 3 Peltzer served as an AH-
64 Apache pilot in command, a UH-60
Black Hawk pilot, an aviation mission
survivability officer, an aviation safety
officer, and a medical evacuation heli-
copter pilot all while with the bat-
talion. His service also included serv-
ing in Guatemala as a Black Hawk
pilot in support of Operation Beyond
the Horizon. The many recognitions he
earned for his remarkable service in-
clude the Meritorious Service Medal,
the Army Reserve Component Achieve-
ment Medal, the National Defense
Service Medal, the Armed Forces Re-
serve Medal, the Army Service Ribbon,
the Army Reserve Component Overseas
Training Ribbon, the Senior Aviator
Badge, the Idaho Adjutant General’s
Outstanding Unit Award, and the Idaho
Service Ribbon.

Our citizen-soldiers embody a spirit
of service and the best of American pa-
triotism, and this loss is felt deeply
throughout Idaho. All three were sol-
diers, husbands, and fathers who left an
enduring legacy of service and
strength. Chief Warrant Officer 4 An-
derson’s, Chief Warrant Officer 3
Laubhan’s, and Chief Warrant Officer 3
Peltzer’s service and sacrifices will not
be forgotten, and their selflessness will
continue to serve as an example for all
of us. We extend our deepest condo-
lences to the families and friends of
these heroic men, including their fel-
low guardsmen. Our prayers are with
their wives and children, friends and
loved ones, and fellow soldiers in the
Idaho National Guard as they grieve
this tragic loss. Each of us owes a deep
debt of gratitude to our Idaho Army
National Guardsmen. Their service on
behalf of Idaho and the Nation is sec-
ond to none, and we thank them for
their countless sacrifices to keep us
safe. Our State and our country mourn
the passing of three of our heroes.

In closing, the following poem titled
‘““Above the Purple Sage’ was written
by Major Andrew Whipple, retired, an
Idaho veteran, to pay tribute to the pi-
lots and help lift the hearts of those
mourning their loss:

“From field and farm,

From small town and large;

Their dreams all the same,

To answer the charge.

They dreamed of the feel of wind in their
faces,

To roam the places of old story book Aces.

Leaving the ground the Flying Knights
rose,

The city lights behind them,

Their nerves so Composed.

Above the Purple Sage they soared;

Their friendships and bonds not easily
forged.

While many lay dreaming and safe in their
beds,

The three Knights rose higher,

From the ground they had shed.

The Purple Sage below them,

They flew higher and higher;

The night sky around them,

There was nothing so finer.

These three Knights of the Air,
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Together they flew;

But alas all was quiet,

Except the coming of the dawning dew.
Their journey to soar,

To protect those behind;

It came to an end,

But forever entwined.

Their journey continues,

Their flight it goes on;

With Aces and others dreamers,
Fly on—Fly on!”’

———

REMEMBERING BARBARA A.
O’MALLEY

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, today I
rise to pay tribute and honor the life of
the late Mrs. Barbara O’ Malley, a
friend, and a dedicated public servant
who proudly served Maryland and our
Nation as a congressional staffer for
Senator Barbara Mikulski for over
three decades.

Born in Fort Wayne, IN, Barbara’s
love of public service was nurtured
early on by her father, Joseph Suelzer,
a World War I veteran who served as
the chair of the Democratic Party in
Indiana’s Allen County. She got an
early start in politics as a congres-
sional campaign staffer and then
moved to Washington, DC, where she
met her future husband, Thomas Mar-
tin O’Malley, at the Young Democrats’
headquarters in our Nation’s Capital.
The O’Malleys made a home in Mary-
land, where Barbara spent 33 years as a
stay-at-home mother before her incli-
nation towards politics called her into
service once more, this time with an
opportunity to work for one of the only
two female Senators in Congress at
that time, Senator Barbara Mikulski.

In Congress, Barbara found a second
home. To all those fortunate enough to
work in the Senate and especially to
those who worked on the fifth floor of
the Senate Hart Building, including
myself, Barbara was simply known as
“Mrs. O.”” She worked as a receptionist
for Senator Mikulski and was the
friendly face who welcomed constitu-
ents, colleagues, friends, and even Sen-
ators to the office. With her warmth
and kindness, she made you feel right
at home. And with her deep knowledge
of Maryland’s democratic politics, you
knew she meant business. She cher-
ished working for Congress, and as a
lover of history, she did not take for
granted how special it was to walk the
same Capitol halls as many of our
former great American leaders.

Even though Barbara was committed
to serving the people of Maryland, she
was also equally committed to her
family—her husband, her six children,
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. In their family, Barbara and
her husband, Thomas, a World War II
veteran, instilled a sense of duty and
public service, so it came as no surprise
that their son, Martin O’Malley, went
on to become the mayor of Baltimore
and Governor of their beloved State of
Maryland.

Dedication and commitment to pub-
lic service defined Barbara’s career in
Congress, and we are so lucky she
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chose the Senate as one of the places to
make her mark in this world.

———

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
BRIAN WINSKI

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor one of America’s finest,
MG Brian Winski, who served a 24-
month tour as the commanding general
of the 101st Airborne Division and Fort
Campbell, KY. Major General Winski’s
unparalleled mastery across the tac-
tical, operational, and strategic spec-
trums in combination with his infec-
tious and inspirational leadership pro-
vided a continuous source of motiva-
tion for soldiers and leaders alike.

In a time of uncertainty, Major Gen-
eral Winski exhibited the most valued
traits of a leader. As the senior com-
mander of Fort Campbell, KY, Major
General Winski oversaw support serv-
ices for 33,000 soldiers, 50,000 family
members, 10,000 civilian employees,
and 150,000 retirees. Prior to the global
Covid-19 pandemic, Major General
Winski shaped the way in which the
101st Airborne Division plans and exe-
cutes emergency deployment readiness
exercises leading the 531st Hospital
Center EDRE and later watched their
successful domestic deployment to New
York to provide help in crisis.

Major General Winski’s impressive
contributions enabled mission success
in some of the toughest and most chal-
lenging conditions. The distinctive ac-
complishments of Major General
Winski reflect great credit upon him-
self, the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), the XVIII Airborne Corps, the
U.S. Army, and the Department of De-
fense. I join my fellow Kentuckians in
honoring Major General Brian Winski
with the Award of Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal as he served his country with
class and courage.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING THE KLAMATH
TRIBES

e Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, the
Klamath Tribes in Oregon have a say-
ing: “We help each other; We will live
good.” These words are neither hollow
nor trivial to the members of these
Tribes. They live them each and every
day and never more so than when dis-
aster strikes. When the Two Four Two
Fire raged through the Chiloquin
Ranger District of the Fremont-
Winema National Forest last Sep-
tember, scorching over 14,000 acres, de-
stroying homes and traditional hunt-
ing and fishing sites, members of the
Tribes rallied together, opening their
doors, their hearts, and their wallets to
help their fellow Oregonians in a time
of great need.

They brought those eight words—
“We help each other; We will live
good”—to life.

When emergency personnel needed a
large, open area to establish an evacu-
ation shelter for all those who had to
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